
 

 
 

Mayor’s Proclamation 
Recognizing the 75th Anniversary of Monterey Peninsula College (MPC) 

 
WHEREAS, on September 5, 1947, first classes began at Monterey High School and on 
September 10, 1948, first classes began at its Fremont Street campus; and 
  
WHEREAS, on June 9, 1949, Thirty-four students receive their degrees at MPC’s first 
graduation ceremony; and 
  
WHEREAS, MPC celebrates significant historical events such as MPC track star Jackie 
Williams running the 100-yard dash in 9.7 seconds on June 9, 1949 - a school record that 
still stands today; receiving a speech from Former First Lady and Civil Rights activist 
Eleanor Roosevelt on January 16, 1960; receiving a speech from Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. on March 24, 1961; allowing over 20,000 people camp on the football field during the 
Monterey Pop Festival form June 16 – 18, 1967; receiving a photography workshop from 
Ansel Adams on March 24 – 28, 1970; and   
 
WHEREAS, since its humble beginnings in 1947, MPC has established itself as essential 
to the educational and cultural development of the Monterey Peninsula and has improved 
the lives of innumerable students, and by extension their families and its communities; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, as MPC approaches its 75th year, it now offers exceptional educational 
opportunities at its campus in Monterey, its Education Center at Marina, its Public Safety 
Training Center in Seaside, its partner high schools, and online, as well as comprehensive 
supportive resources and specialized programs dedicated to ensuring its students have the 
tools they need to succeed; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that on behalf of the City of Pacific Grove,  
we recognize and commend Monterey Peninsula College on the eve of this special 
occasion, for its steadfast, 75 year-long commitment to transforming lives through 
education for those here in Pacific Grove and on the Monterey Peninsula.   

 
 

 
________________________ 

Bill Peake, Mayor 


